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NEWS FROM HEARTLAND BALLROOM DANCERS, A CHAPTER OF USA DANCE INC.
From the Heart
…by Ron Wright, President

Our Penrod Arts Fair project went over very well. Marvin
Bechtel did a great job of putting together a fantastic one-
hour program of great dancing (see Marvin’s report
elsewhere). This year we had the stage from 10 to 11 am.
There was a bigger audience than we usually have because of
the later time slot. We handed out a bunch of flyers and
literature.

We are looking forward to a very successful Charity
Fundraiser on October 14. Becky Burgardt has some
wonderful items for auction (see her article elsewhere in this
issue). The tickets are $15 and you don't have to be present
to win--all tickets go into the drawing for the grand prize.
Call Becky at (Mooresville) 317-584-3048 for tickets.

We had our Board meeting on Monday, September 18 at the
Wright’s house. We discussed the election of officers to be
held in November. We need nominees for the 2007 term.
If you are interested in becoming a Board member let us
know right away. We are really in need someone who is
willing to be our secretary. The secretary takes minutes of all
board meetings and distributes them; sends cards and flowers
in case of deaths according to the Standing Rules.

December is our Christmas Pitch-in. We can always use
some assistance in setting up, as well as cleaning up. Please
roll up your sleeves and come help. The food and the
dancing are always wonderful.

It's not to early to start thinking about our New Year’s Eve
Party. Becky Burgardt is our Chair for that event also. We
are now taking reservations for New Years. Call Becky at
317-584-3048. I will take reservations also (257-4954.
rt2dance@comcast.net).

We are working on next year’s dances and
hope to have the dates out soon.

We are also working on the 2007 Dance
Competition to be held March 17-18, the 2008
Regional and 2009 (possibly National event).

Remember to Keep on Dancin!

Charity Dance
Saturday, October 14
No Lesson (see article and flyer)
Silent Auction & Chinese Auction
Dance: 7 – 11 pm
DJ: Roger Greenawalt
Exhibitions: TBA
Cost: $15 per person (no discounts)
Location: Sterrett Center
Call 257-4954 or 849-6373 for info
Open Monthly Dance

September Dance Report
by Ron Wright

Members are due a big apology from me. We had two
different dates for the September Dance posted--one in the
Newsletter (correct) and one on the flyer (incorrect). I
believe in the confusion we lost many of our Dancers. We
didn't catch the mistake until the flyers were made up and
handed out. Again, I am sorry that was what you would call a
bad thing and a good thing happening. The dance was not
well attended and the floor was horrible--very sticky and the
temperature was hot--not what we had asked for (so not a lot
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of people were disappointed). We had several people put
their shoes on and dance a dance or two, then leave.

We have gone to the Manager of the Sterrett Center and
expressed our displeasure in the floor, the condition of the
place when we arrive and the temperature during our dances.
We have the impression they don't really care if they rent to
us or not. We clean up before and after the dances so they
shouldn't have any problems with us. We have sometimes
had to bring our own paper towels and toilet paper. We have
had to vacuum the whole front area, as well as mop the entire
place, and clean the bathrooms. If these major issues cannot
or will not be resolved we will be forced to limit our dances
at the Sterrett Center or move elsewhere.

We are considering going every other month with our dances
and/or trying to go back to the studios and rotating studios.
I’d like your opinions please (rt2dance@comcast.net).

The food was great. The music was great. And, as always, I
enjoy being with my dance friends.

Thanks to all who pitch in to help with the set up, the clean
up, and the food.

CARE TO DANCE?....

How would you like a week’s vacation at a deluxe
condominium in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico? Maybe a round
trip ticket for two to New York City sounds pretty
good….or are you in need of some dance lessons from your
favorite local dance instructor?...or how about a an evening
with friends at the Civic Theater?

These are just a few of the items that will be available to bid
on at the 12th Annual Charity Dance and Silent Auction.
This year, the event will be held at The Sterrett Center on
October 14 starting at 7:00 pm. All proceeds will benefit
Camp Carefree, which is a camp for children who are cancer
patients or cancer survivors. This camp is solely funded
through donations, sponsorships and community fundraising.
The camp allows these special kids to have a carefree week,
full of fun activities, with others like themselves and away
from their struggles and illness.

Each ticket is a $15 donation and will be entered in a drawing
for a fabulous prize! Even if you can’t attend you may still
donate by purchasing a ticket and still be entered in the
drawing. We would also like to give you or your company an
opportunity to become a sponsor of this event by donating at
the Bronze ($100), Silver ($250), Gold ($500), or Platinum
($1000) level. We also have a Dance Enthusiast level for
cash donations of under $100. All sponsors will be
acknowledged in our program and subsequent newsletter.
Please make checks payable to USA Dance, P.O. Box 80093,
Indianapolis, IN 46280-0093.

The event is sure to be a great evening with plenty of
dancing, some wonderful dance exhibitions, refreshments and
exciting auction items to bid on! Please help these children
by attending or donating to this charity. For information on

tickets, donations of auction items or volunteering please
contact:

Becky Burgardt 317-584-3048 or raburgardt@comcast.net
Anita Barker 847-2571 or abarker@clarian.org
Steve & Bethe Arisman 361-3375 or ruccure@aol.com
Paula Garcia 858-1339

The Penrod Art Fair
... by Marvin Bechtel.

The event started at 10 am on the Red stage. The day was
perfect for the Heartland Chapter members to perform
various dance routines. The audience was very receptive to
the demonstrations of various dance routines and the
information about the benefits of ballroom dancing, like the
fact that exercise boosts Brain Power. They were also
informed that listening to music helped to increase scores on
a verbal fluency test among cardiac rehabilitation patients
according to a study done by Charles Emery, a professor of
psychology at Ohio State University. He was assisted by E.
Hsiao and S. Hill also from Ohio State, and David Frid of
Pfizer, Inc.

ABC hit show Dancing with the Stars and Fox’s (59) So You
Think You Can Dance brings a resurgence of interest in
dancing to elementary schools, college clubs, regional and
national competition. The Heartland Chapter of USA Dance
Inc. does its part in promoting Ballroom dancing; however, it
seems like the very conventions of Ballroom dancing that
attract people seem to level off because of the discipline, the
rules, the demand which eventually become too hard to
sustain. What most of the public doesn't realize is the
positive effect of dancing. While many people love to eat,
one has to have an outlet of some kind of exercise to burn off
all those extra calories. That is where dancing comes in. One
doesn't have to be a competitor to enjoy dancing; many
people enjoy the social part of Ballroom dancing--It is a great
way to exercise the body and the mind. Dancing provides an
outlet for all that pent up energy. It provides recreation for
peaceful coexistence. It is a bubble of elegant sanity in a less
than a peaceful world. Ballroom dancing provides a way to
improve ones social skills, such as manners, making new
friends. Social dancing is a friendly recreational event.
People's behavior is much improved and posture improves
(we all need that especially as we get older). Self-esteem
improves knowing that you too can dance and enjoy it.

We don't have to be Fred Astaire or a Ginger Rodgers. They
are role models that tell us how much joy there is in dancing!
It sure beats watching TV sports or game shows. Dancing is
is a sport most everyone can do. It is pure pleasure.

I want to thank all the team members from the Heartland
Chapter who turned out for the Penrod event to demonstrate
the various dance steps/routines from the youngest person age
11 to the oldest 69. They are: Barbara Newsom, Jeronimo
(Foxtrot), Roger & Amy Greenawalt (Tango, Rumba, V.
Waltz), Larry Gogel & Marsha Goldfarb (Rumba), Ron &
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Member News

Please notify the editor of member events, accomplishments
and/or special recognition. We can’t print information if we
don’t know about it! We don’t want to overlook anyone!

Membership Reminder

WE NEED YOUR HELP. Please check your USA Dance
membership card for the expiration date. Delinquent
members will be removed from the mailing list after 2
months. This helps keep our records accurate, our
delinquency rate down, and mailing costs to a minimum.

As of August 31, Heartland Chapter had 261 members
(298 less 20 duplicates & 17 out of state) with 20
delinquents! This is a delinquency rate of 7.6%--compared
to the National goal of 12%. This is mostly due to collegiate
delinquencies. Invite a friend to join today!

Thanks for renewing. Please don’t wait until the last minute
to send in your renewal. If you do not receive a renewal
notice from National Headquarters, please let Linda
Lanning know by calling 293-9561. We can send you a
form or you can renew on-line and pay with a credit card now
if you are a social dancer.

Notice: You are missing frequent updates on dance
opportunities if you are not on our e-mail list. Send
Nancy a message at dewn@juno.com if you want to
be added or to update your address. Your e-mail
addresses are hidden on all messages sent out.

Competitor’s Corner
by Nancy Dew

Greenawalt’s win 3 National Championship!

There was a very nice article in the new American Dancer
magazine (new name for Amateur Dancer) about Roger and
Amy. We wish they had spelled their last name correctly but
we know who they are anyway!

Mark your calendar for the 2007 Nationals in Louisville on
Aug 3-5. Even if you don't want to compete, this is a chance
to see the best amateurs in the nation, at all levels. We will
have more info in the newsletter as the time approaches, but
you don't want to miss this opportunity!!!

Got some comp results to report? Send the info to Rog
Greenawalt at bolerogreen@juno.com.

Dance Opportunities

Check out “Boogie Beat” for ongoing dancing.

Tango Indy meets every Tuesday from 8-10 pm at Tate’s
Dance Center with beginning lesson & practica running
concurrently and also every Thursday evening at Starlite
Ballroom; Beginning Lesson 7-8 pm; Advanced Lesson 8-9

pm; Practica 9-10 pm. Marie Roach is the primary instructor
and David Crosley, Organizer. Check out web site:
www.tangoindy.org.

Lilly Dance Club - Please see the LDC website for more
information!

Oct. 3 – Paramount Dance Lesson Series begins; call 800-
523-4658.

Strictly Swing Dance at Muncie. Local 287 Union,
Springwater Park, 5000 E. Centennial Ave., Muncie, 8-11
p.m. $10/person (tickets at the door); DJ Buddy Patterson,
Hosted by Melodie Carr. Information Call: 765-749-9080 or
e-mail melodie.carr@gmail.com. Future dances (Schedule
subject to change):

October 6 – Spike & The Bulldogs, Rangeline
Community Center, Anderson

Melodie also has a full schedule of refresher ballroom classes
as well as beginning ones. Call for information.

Oct. 7 -- Paramount Theatre, Anderson, 3-6 pm; Blue Notes,
Continental Harvest Moon Ball, Call 800-523-4658

Oct. 29 -- Paramount Theatre, Anderson, 3-6 pm; Bill Tandy,
$12 per person. Call 800-523-4658

Nov. 3-5 -- 9th annual Purdue Ballroom Competition...more
information at the Purdue University Ballroom website:
www.purdueballroom.org

Area/Region News
Fort Wayne IN - New web site for Fort Wayne is
www.fwdancesport.org.

Indiana Lakeshore Chapter – 1st Sunday of month at The
Ranch Dance Hall, 769 Madison Street, Crown Point,
Indiana, 1-5 pm; Members $6. Call 219-926-5927 for info.
Sunday Sept. 3 DANCE WORKSH0P doors open 12:30
PM, dance lesson from 1-3, open dancing 3-5 Cost $20-
includes buffet meal after the dance lesson. Dances for
remainder of 2006:
Sunday, Oct. 1 – Instructor Tommye Giacchino
Sunday, Nov. 5
Sunday, Dec. 3

Competition Calendar for 2007: Feb.-Knoxville; Maples.
Unsanctioned, March-Indpls.; April-Pittsburg; May-Chicago
REGIONAL; August, Louisville-NATIONALS.

Chicagoland Chapter dances are held the 3 rd Saturday of the
month in May, July, Sept., and Nov. For information call
(847) 426-7978.

Cincinnati Chapter dances are at Greek Orthodox Church,
7000 Winton Rd., Cincy on the 3rd Saturday. Call (513) 769-
3088 for information or check website: dancecincinnati.org

Dayton Area Ballroom Clubs generally meet the 1st, 2nd,
and 4th Saturdays. For information on 76 Club, call 937-833-


